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FAMILY OF SLAIN U.S. JOURNALIST MARIE COLVIN SUES ASSAD REGIME 

Lawsuit reveals that legendary reporter was deliberately killed by Syrian forces in a 
campaign to neutralize the media and attack civilians  

 
Washington, DC, July 9, 2016 — Today, the Center for Justice & Accountability (CJA) and co-
counsel Shearman & Sterling LLP filed a lawsuit against the government of Syria for the murder 
of American journalist Marie Colvin. The suit was filed in the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Columbia on behalf of Marie Colvin’s sister, Cathleen Colvin; her niece, Justine Araya-Colvin; 
and other surviving family members. Colvin was killed on February 22, 2012, when Syrian forces 
intercepted her broadcasts in the besieged city of Homs and shelled her position with artillery. 
CJA’s lawsuit is the first case seeking to hold the regime of President Bashar al-Assad responsible 
for war crimes. 

A renowned correspondent with the Sunday Times of London, Colvin traveled to Syria in 
February 2012 to cover the siege of Homs with British photographer Paul Conroy and Syrian 
interpreter Wael al-Omar. Homs at the time was an opposition stronghold. It was also a proving 
ground for the Assad regime’s tactics of siege, starvation, and shelling civilian areas. In her final 
broadcast from Homs, Marie Colvin told CNN’s Anderson Cooper: “It’s a complete and utter lie 
they’re only going after terrorists. The Syrian Army is simply shelling a city of cold, starving 
civilians.” 

Based on witness accounts and documentary evidence, the complaint alleges that the murder of 
Marie Colvin was designed to silence her and other media critics of Assad. “Marie Colvin was 
killed for exposing the Assad regime’s slaughter of innocent civilians to the world,” said CJA 
attorney Scott Gilmore, who led the investigation. “The regime wanted to wage a war without 
witness against the democratic opposition. To do that, they needed to neutralize the media.”  

“This case is about carrying on Marie’s work,” said plaintiff Cathleen Colvin, Marie Colvin’s 
sister. “We are seeking truth and justice not just for her, but for thousands of innocent Syrians 
tortured or killed under the Assad dictatorship. We hope our case will clear a path to bring those 
responsible to justice.”    

According to evidence obtained by CJA through four years of investigation, senior members of 
the Assad regime conspired to kill Marie Colvin and other journalists who defied a Syrian media 
ban, after tracking them down through a web of informants and electronic surveillance. The 
alleged conspirators include Ali Mamluk, Director of Syria’s National Intelligence Bureau; Rafiq 
Shahadah, former Director of Military Intelligence; and Major General Issam Zahreddine of the 
Republican Guard. 

Late at night on February 21, 2012, an informant’s tip led Rafiq Shahadah, a Brigadier General in 
Syrian Military Intelligence, to the hidden, makeshift media center where Colvin made her final 
satellite broadcast. Colvin’s broadcast signal was intercepted, corroborated by informants, and 
used to target her. The next morning, Syrian artillery fired at her position. Marie Colvin and 
French photographer Rémi Ochlik were killed. British photographer Paul Conroy, Syrian activist 
Wael al-Omar, and French journalist Edith Bouvier were injured. 
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Read the Washington Post article here

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/war-reporter-marie-colvin-was-tracked-targeted-and-killed-by-assads-forces-family-says/2016/07/09/62968844-453a-11e6-88d0-6adee48be8bc_story.html
www.mariecolvin.org
www.cja.org



