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Rising Star: Shearman's Jeremy Kutner 

By Tom Zanki 

Law360, New York (April 5, 2016, 10:03 PM ET) -- Jeremy Kutner’s 
knack for sealing cross-border deals made waves around the globe in 
2015, guiding blockbuster combinations like British telecom Liberty 
Global’s $5.3 billion acquisition of Pan-American focused Cable & 
Wireless Communications PLC, earning him a spot on Law360's list of 
top mergers and acquisitions attorneys under the age of 40. 

In making the 2016 Rising Stars list, the 39-year-old Shearman & 
Sterling LLP attorney compiled a record of work over the past year 
that built on a history of landmark deals in his young but fruitful 
career — he was promoted to partner at Shearman in 2012 and was 
named a Rising Star in 2014. Many deals involve repeat clients that 
return to his trusted hand. 
 
Liberty Global, which Kutner advised as part of a Shearman & 
Sterling team in 2014 when it bought Virgin Media Inc. for $23.3 
billion, a mega-deal combining New York and U.K. giants, is a prime 
example. Last November, Kutner and Shearman partners again 
guided Liberty Global, advising the telecom on its $5.3 billion tie-up 
with Cable & Wireless Communications, a deal designed to grow the 
media conglomerate’s presence in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
where CWC had a bulk of its operations. 
 
Executing such deals requires more than legal and business acumen, but also an ability to unite players 
from different cultures toward a common goal — a challenge that animates Kutner. 
 
"Every company is different,” Kutner said. “Corporate cultures are different. When you then add 
different countries and different time zones to the mix, you need to go even further to translate 
complicated concepts and help understand their impacts across these different cultures.” 
 
Watching Liberty grow operations beyond its core European cable empire is gratifying for Kutner, who 
says he works to earn trust from companies by providing sound, behind-the-scenes advice on everyday 
corporate matters that don’t generate headlines, including dealings with its shareholders. 
 
“As a lawyer, creating and growing relationships based on trust and confidence, not just with clients, but 
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also with colleagues on both sides of the table, is about as rewarding as it gets,” Kutner said. “You 
always want to be a trusted adviser — that is, to me at least, the goal of a corporate lawyer.”’ 
 
Before Liberty Global bought CWC, Kutner advised the company last summer in creating tracking stock 
for its Latin American- and Caribbean-based operations, known as the LiLAC Group. Liberty Global called 
the acquisition of CWC a “watershed moment” for the LiLAC platform, saying the addition provided the 
scale and management depth needed to bolster its operation in the region. 
 
Kutner’s interest in telecommunications, media and technology, a dynamic landscape often called the 
TMT sector, motivates his dealings with Liberty Global. He also has deep expertise in financial services, 
an industry that might be considered more staid but is also going through rapid change as it adapts to 
new technology and an evolving regulatory climate post-financial crisis. 
 
Kutner advises many repeat clients in financial services, including Canadian company Fairfax Financial 
Holding Ltd. in its £1.2 billion acquisition of U.K. specialty insurer Brit PLC last year. The deal enabled 
Fairfax, which Kutner also represented in its recent takeover bid as part of a consortium buying APR 
Energy plc, to expand its European operations and its specialty insurance platform. 
 
Kutner expects many more interesting developments involving the financial space, which is responding 
to fast-changing technology and the development of a “fintech” industry that marries technology with 
financial services. Given his expertise in the two realms, and the likelihood of more cross-border 
possibilities, Kutner stands ready to snap up opportunities. 
 
"There is a lot going on as new players come in and disrupt traditional players," he said.  
 
--Editing by Bruce Goldman.  
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