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Tim Osborne is the senior partner of Wiggin Osborne 
Fullerlove, an English law firm specialising in international tax 
issues. He gained his LLB in 1972 from University College, 
London and was articled at Lovell White & King (now Lovells) 
from 1974, qualifying as a solicitor in 1976 and practising 
with the same firm until 1978. Mr Osborne was made a 
partner at, then, Wiggin & Co in 1979, Managing Partner in 
1984 and Senior Partner in 2001.  He has been the Senior 
Partner at Wiggin Osborne Fullerlove since its demerger in 
2003. 
 
Mr Osborne is a member of the independent Board of 
Directors of GML Ltd. (formerly Group Menatep).  He was 
appointed in March 2004, with two other independent 
directors, to conduct the day to day operations for Group 
Menatep following the detainment of Director Platon Lebedev 
in July 2003 and the subsequent death, in a helicopter crash 
in February 2004, of Mr Lebedev’s successor, Mr Stephen 
Curtis.  

 
GML Ltd. is a diversified financial holding company, established in 1997 by Mikhail Khodorkovsky, 
which owned strategic stakes in a number of Russian companies, including Yukos Oil Company, as well 
as a number of financial portfolio investments on stock markets in Russia and internationally. It is 
incorporated and existing in accordance with the laws of Gibraltar. GML Ltd. was the majority owner of 
the, now liquidated, Yukos Oil Company, holding approximately 60 percent of Yukos equity capital 
through wholly owned subsidiaries. 
 
As a director of GML Ltd. Mr Osborne is responsible for stewardship of the company in keeping with 
internationally recognised standards of corporate governance and, more recently, in protecting the 
company's remaining assets.  Mr Osborne is primarily concerned with pursuing compensation for GML 
Ltd. for the discriminatory expropriation of Yukos Oil Company and that company’s assets by the 
Government of the Russian Federation. 
 
To that end, GML has filed a claim against the Russian Federation under the terms of the 1994 Energy 
Charter Treaty, based on the Russian Federation's failure to protect the company's investments in 
Russia, and the expropriation of Yukos Oil Company and its assets, specifically Yuganskneftegaz, 
Yukos’ main production asset. The Energy Charter treaty arbitration is the largest arbitration ever filed. 
 
Mr Osborne has been widely quoted in the international media and has given evidence to several 
governmental and parliamentary inquiries focused on “the Yukos Affair” and the current situation in 
Russia. 


