
 

 

ABOUT THE PERMANENT COURT OF ARBITRATION, THE HAGUE 
 
 
The Permanent Court of Arbitration was established by the Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International 
Disputes, concluded at The Hague in 1899 during the first Hague Peace Conference. The Conference was 
convened at the initiative of Czar Nicolas II of Russia "with the object of seeking the most objective means of 
ensuring to all peoples the benefits of a real and lasting peace, and above all, of limiting the progressive 
development of existing armaments." The most concrete achievement of the Conference was the establishment 
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration: the first global mechanism for the settlement of disputes between States. 
The 1899 Convention was revised at the second Hague Peace Conference in 1907. 
 
The Permanent Court of Arbitration is an intergovernmental organisation with over one hundred member States. 
Designed to facilitate arbitration and other forms of dispute resolution, the court is a multi-faceted arbitral 
institution, situated at the juncture between public and private international law to meet the rapidly evolving 
dispute resolution needs of the international community. The court provides services for the resolution of disputes 
involving various combinations of States, State entities, intergovernmental organizations, and private parties. 
 
The Permanent Court of Arbitration is not a court in the traditional sense, but a framework for arbitral tribunals 
constituted to resolve specific disputes. The Permanent Court of Arbitration has a three-part organisational 
structure consisting of an Administrative Council that oversees its policies and budgets, a panel of independent 
potential arbitrators known as the Members of the Court, and its Secretariat, known as the International Bureau, 
headed by the Secretary-General.  
 
The Permanent Court of Arbitration administers arbitration, conciliation and fact finding in disputes involving 
various combinations of States, private parties, State entities, and intergovernmental organizations. International 
commercial arbitration can also be conducted under the auspices of the Court. The two working languages of the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration are English and French. However, proceedings may be conducted in any 
language agreed on by the parties. 
 
The UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules provide a comprehensive set of procedural rules upon which parties may agree 
for the conduct of arbitral proceedings arising out of their commercial relationship and are widely used in ad hoc 
arbitrations as well as administered arbitrations. The Rules cover all aspects of the arbitral process, providing a 
model arbitration clause, setting out procedural rules regarding the appointment of arbitration and the conduct of 
arbitral proceedings and establishing rules in relation to the form, effect and interpretation of the award.  
 

 

 
 


